RISE   OF   ETHEL   BARRYMORE

"Of course/' said Miss Barrymore.

"Would you like to play with me?" he asked.

Coming at her hour of discouragement and despair, it
was like manna from heaven. Her knees quaked, but
she managed to say, "Y~e-s."

"All right," said Sir Henry. "Go down-stairs. Love-
day has a contract that is ready for you to sign."

With this precious contract stuffed into her bosom,
Miss Barrymore now rode in triumph to the Hope
supper-party.

"What a pity that you have got to leave England,"
said Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree.

"But I am going to stay," said Miss Barrymorel

A gasp ran around the table.

"And with whom?" asked Tree.

"With Sir Henry and Miss Terry," was the proud
response.

Miss Barrymore played that whole season most ac-
ceptably with Irving and Terry in "The Bells" and
"Waterloo," and afterward with Henry B. Irving in
"Peter the Great."

When she returned to America in 1898 she had a new
interest for Charles Frohman. Yet the Nemesis of the
Understudy, which had pursued her in America, still
held her in its grip, for she was immediately cast as
understudy for Ida Conquest in a play called "Cath-
erine" that Frohman was about to produce at the Gar-
rick Theater. She had several opportunities, however,
to play the leading part, and at her every appearance
she was greeted most enthusiastically. Her youth and
appealing beauty never failed to get over the footlights.

Frohman was always impressed by this sort of thing.
It was about this time that he said to a friend of his*
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Gillette to play "Secret Service" in the British capital.
